THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether wt be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—St. JoHN vu: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER O. F. WHITNEY. 


TuE following discourse on “The Apocalypse,” was delivered by Elder O. 
F. Whitney in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday afternoon, August 
12, 1894 :— 

Elder Whitney began by reading from the Revelation of St. John, as 


follows :— 


After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the 
first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; 
— said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be 

ereafter. 

And immediately I was in the Spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in 
heaven, and one sat on the throne. 

And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone, and 
there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. 

And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in 
the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full 
of eyes before and behind.—Chap. iv: 1, 2, 3, 6. 

And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book 
written within and on the back side, sealed with seven seals. 

And I wa much, because no man was found worthy to open and to 
read the book, neither to look thereon. 

And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the 
tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to 
loose the seven seals thereof.—Chap. v: 1, 4, 5. 

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
lasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and ——, 

Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour 
of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 

And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, 
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that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the 
wrath of her fornication.—Chap. xiv: 6,7,8. 

And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
mee. that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye reeeive not of her 

ues. 
. or her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her 
iniquities.—Chap. xviii: 4, 5. : 

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given 
unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped 
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. 

But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were 
finished. This is the first resurrection. 

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such 
the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face 
= earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for 
them. 

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books 


were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and 
the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, 
according their works. 

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and hell 
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works.—Chap. xx: 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13. 

He then said: The words I have read, as most of you doubtless know, 
are a portion of St. John’s Revelation, otherwise called the Apocalypse, 
the closing book in the volume of the Bible. The word Apocalypse signi- 
fies a revelation or disclosure. The book is a record of a glorious and 
awful vision vouchsafed to the Apostle John, who, toward the close of the 
first century of the Christian era, was a prisoner for the Gospel’s sake on 
the Isle of Patmos, having been banished thither by a decree of the 
Emperor Domitian during one of the early persecutions of the Christian 
Church. Patmos was the Roman Siberia. It was to that place that Rome 
sent her criminals, such as she did not execute, or dispose of in other ways, 
condemning them to toil in the mines. The Apostle John was thus con- 
demned, though he had committed no crime, and it was while he was a 
prisoner on the island that God revealed to him the things recorded in 
the Revelation. 

From the position occupied by this book as the last one in the Bible, 
and certain words used by John in closing his testimony, many Christians 
have believed and taught that God would never again speak to man. 
Because John said, “if any man shall add unto these things, God shall 
add unto him the plagues that are written in this book;” Christians 
generally have deemed it blasphemous and contrary to Scripture to claim 
any later revelation as divine. They say that the canon of Scripture is 
full, that the Creator no longer communicates with his creatures, that 
miracles have ceased, that they were only designed to introduce the 
Gospel and that now the world has no need of such manifestations. A 
notable exception to this rule among Christian ministers is Dr. Talmage 
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of Brooklyn, who, if correctly reported, has recently declared that if 
miracles have ceased it is because the belief in them has ceased. This is 
true, and it is the position that Mormonism has always assumed, as 
evidenced by the teachings of the Book of Mormon. It is the testimony 
of the Latter-day Saints that faith to-day will work miracles the same as 
in any other age; that God never had a church upon the earth that H 

did not communicate with through inspired men chosen by Him to lead 
His people; that in our day He has opened the heavens, restored the 
Gospel and the Priesthood, and that not only angels but Gods have 
visited our planet, in this the nineteenth century, the only part of which 
witnessed the opening of the last dispensation. 

But this the Christian world will not receive. They cube it contrary 
to Holy Writ, and when confronted with the Book of Mormon or the Book 
of Doctrine and Covenants, containing revelations subsequent to that 
given to John on Patmos, they shake their heads dubiously and solemnly 
point to the words in the Apocalypse: “If any man shall add unto these 
things God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book.” 
They claim that “this book” means the Bible, and that no other book can 
possibly be divine. But their argument falls to pieces of its own weight. 
It is utterly groundless, from the fact that at the time John wrote those 
words the Bible was not in existence as a compiled volume, but the books 
composing it, or most of them, written by inspired men in dafferent parts 
of the world, were separate from each other, and it was not until many 
years afterwards that Christian councils collected the various manuscripts, 
compiled them, and made a Bible of them. Moreover, it is a historical 
fact that John, after his return from Patmos, wrote at the request of the 
Christians of Ephesus, his account of the Savior’s ministry—the Gospel 
according to St. John—which is incorporated in the Bible, though written 
later than the Apocalypse. Consequently, if John in the closing words of 
that book, meant what Christians say he meant, he pulled down upon his 
own head the condemnation of the Almighty, and added unto himself the 
plagues of which he had written. But he did no such thing, for the 
simple reason that in speaking of “this book” he had no reference to the 
Bible at all, but to his own book, the Revelation, which he warned men 
not to mutilate or change by adding to or taking from what was therein 
recorded. 

The Savior, after His resurrection, when about to leave the earth, com- 
missioned His Apostles to go into all the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature. He declared that whosoever believed and was baptized 
should be saved, and whosoever believed not should be damned, and 
that certain miraculous signs should follow them that believed. Prior to 
that time, while he was yet in mortality, He had said that “this 
gospel of the kingdom” should be preached in all the world as a witness 
unto all nations and then should the end come. He described the signs 
that were to precede His second advent. 

In speaking of “the end,” it is evident that He was referring to more 
than one event. It is the opinion of Canon Farrar and other Christian 
scholars that He had in view two horizions, one of them ending at the 
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destruction of Jerusalem, the annihilation of the Jewish commonwealth, 
and the other referring to the end of the world, the fall of Babylon and 
the termination of wickedness. One of the “ends” was the type and 
fore-shadowing of the other. The terrible judgments that fell upon the 
guilty and doomed city of the Jews in the year 70, were symbolical of the 
more awful judgments that are to overtake the world in the Jast days. 
These judgments John foresaw, and they were also forseen by Joseph 
Smith, the Prophet of the last dispensation. 

We may read in the Acts of the Apostles how the promise made to them 
by the Savior regarding the miraculous signs was fulfilled. The Holy 
Ghost fell upon them and they “began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.” They tarried at Jerusalem until they were 
endued with power from on High and then went forth to preach the 
Gospel and scatter its blessings among all nations—healing the sick, 
raising the dead, casting out devils, and doing many other wonderful 
works. This was the type of a still wider diffusion of the Gospel, a still 
mightier display of God’s power that was to be witnessed in the latter 
days. In forty years the Apostles had planted the standard of Christi- 
anity in all parts of the Roman empire, founding churches in Asia Minor, 
Greece and Italy, the great theaters of huinan action at that time, and had 
penetrated to the barbarous countries fringing on all sides the mighty 
empire, from Scythia on the north to Ethiopia on the south, and from 
India on the vast to Spain and Britain on the west. One by one the 
Apostles laid down their lives as martyrs for the truth. Peter, it is 
said, perished at Rome. This however is by no means certain, though our 
Catholic friends in their zeal to establish apostolic succession for the pope, 
build much upon that foundation. Peter is said to have been crucified 
during the reign of the Emperor Nero, a monster of cruelty, who 
inaugurated the first great persecution against the Christians. The 
tradition of Peter's death is that fleeing from Rome, where he was in 
danger, he met the Lord walking toward the city. “Where goest thou, 
O Lord?” inquired the Apostle. “I am going to Rome to be crucified 
again,” was the sad and reproachful answer. Peter took the hint, shook 
off his timidity—a temporary visitation of his former weakness—returned 
to the city and heroically met his doom, Not deeming himself worthy to 
die as did his Lord, he begged the boon, on learning that he was to be 
crucified, that it might be with his head downwards, a request that was 
granted by his executioners. Paul is known to have suffered martyrdom 
at Rome under Nero. One of his epistles to Timothy, written at Rome, 
speaks of his approaching end, and among the last words of this noble 
servant of God were the sublime sentences: I have fought a good fight; I 
have finished my course; I have kept the faith.” Paul being a Roman 
citizen, had the honor of being beheaded, instead of suffering the 
ignominious death of crucifixion. These are samples of the treatment 
meted out to the servants of God—the Apostles of Christ—in ancient 
times. All but one were put to death for the testimony of Jesus. The 
survivor, John, after an ineffectual attempt had been made upon his life by 
throwing him into a caldron of bviling oil, was banished, A. D, 96, to 
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the Isle of Patmos, where God gave him the great vision recorded in 
the Apocalypse. 

What was that vision? What meant that wonderful revelation? 
Christendom says it is a sealed book, an enigma, and but few profess 
to understand even a small portion of its sublime and poetic mystery. 
It remained for Joseph Smith to unlock that sealed book and declare 
by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost the meaning of many of the things 
therein written. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 


SALVATION THROUGH GRACE. 


THROUGH the courtesy of Elder W. H. Streeper we are permitted to publish 
the following from the pen of Elder B. H. Roberts. 

The two passages of Scripture which you hand to me for explanation, 
Romans iv: 5, and Eph. ii: 8, 9, 1 understand as follows: “Now to him 
that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness.” Rom. iv: 5, “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
not of works, lest any man should boast.”—Eph. ii: 8, 9. 

These two passages are the chief ones relied upon by those Christians 
who hold to the doctrine that all that is necessary to salvation is merely 
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and who insist that obedience to 
either the laws or ordinances of the Gospel is not necessary to salvation. 
As the passages are the same in tenor and quoted usually for the same 
purpose they may be considered together. 

I, That salvation does come by and through the grace of God, and not 
by the works of man, is a true doctrine. Who instituted the plan of 
salvation which we know as the Gospel, man? No, God was its author. 
Did God establish it because the works of man had purchased it? No, 
but God out of His great love for man, that He might save him, founded 
the Gospel. Hence it is by the grace of God that we have the Gospel, and 
since it is through the Gospel that we obtain salvation, it is consistent 
for the Apostle to say “by grace are yesaved * # * itis 
the gift of God.” 

If any one were to ask whence we received our temporal blessings, 
such as food, raiment and habitations, a believer in God and His provi- 
dence would say, “they came from God, they are blessings from Him 
—He gives them to us by His grace—hence one can say by grace are ye 
fed and clothed—not of works lest any man should boast—these things 
are the gift of God.” And that would be true because God created the 
earth. He implanted in it the spirit of life in the vegetable and animal 
kingdoms from which we obtain our food and clothing, hence primarily 
we obtain these things by the grace of God and not through the works of 
man. But how do we make this grace of God immediately available to 
us? Through our industry. We plow the field, sow the grain, keep down 
the weeds, give the grain a chance to grow, we harvest it and put it in 
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the store-house, and the amount we garner away depends upon our 
industry—upon our works. But the goodness of God in creating the 
earth and planting in it the principle of life made it possible for our 
industry to be fruitful. Primarily we owe everything to the grace of God 
for the temporal blessings we enjoy in this world, and secondarily we owe 
it to our own industry and care. Now if one thinking only of the part 
which the grace and goodness of God takes in the prosperity of men 
were to say: “It is through the grace of God that these men prosper 
—not of themselves—it is the gift of God,” would he be far wrong? I 
think not. If another, or the same man under other circumstances 
regarded only the industry and faithful] labor of the men were to say; 
“These men owe their prosperity to their intelligent industry” and should 
add, “by their works are they made well to do,” would he be far wrong? 
No. The proper statement of the case—the full statement of it, regarding 
the part which both the grace of God and the industry of the men take 
in the matter would be: “By the grace of God these men are blessed 
through their industry.” 

So with the Gospel. It is through the love and grace of God that the 
plan of salvation was founded, hence by grace men are saved, but it is 
only through faith which leads to obedience that men can avail them- 
selves of the advantages of God’s grace. Just as only through industry 
can men avail themselves of the temporal blessings furnished in the earth 
by the grace of God. 

II. In order that this explanation of the passages may be sustained, 
attention should be called to those passages which say: “Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven,” Matt. vii: 
21—27. “Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only deceiving your 
own selves,” Jas.i: 21, 22. “Though he (Jesus) were a son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he suffered, and being made perfect he 
became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him,” Heb. 
v: 8,9. “Treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of ~a who will render unto every 
man according to his, deeds * * unto them that are 
contentions and do not obey the truth, as obey unrighteousness, indig- 
nation and wrath,” etc., Rom. ii: 5—11. See also Rev. ii: 23, Rev. xx: 
12, and Rev. 22: 12. If men are judged according to their works, then 
their works and not mere belief alone, and not merely the grace of God 
alone either, saves them or condemns them. Both the grace of God 
and the faith and works of men are necessary to salvation. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


It takes an expenditure of nearly £4,000 to carry a vessel like the Majestic across the 
Atlantic. 
The longest time during which a note has remained outside the Bank of England is 111 


years. It was for £25, and it is computed that the compound interest during that long 
period amounted to no less than £6,000. 
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The greatest depth in which a ship has been anchored is 2,000 fathoms (considerably 
more than two miles). This was accomplished by the United States vessel Blake when 
employed on the work of charting the various ocean currents. 


A 22-ton Armstrong gun hurls a solid shot a distance of twelve miles, the highest point 
in the arc described by the sbot being 17,000 feet above the earth’s surface. The dis- 
charge of the gun cannot be heard at the place where the ball strikes. 


An appalling disaster occurred at Rio de Janeirv, January 7. As a pleasure steamer 
laden with people was approaching the port an explosion took place on board, and the 
vessel immediately afterwards caught fire. No fewer than 150 of those on board are re« 
ported to have been drowned. 


The ex-King of Naples, Francis II, died on the 27th of December. His tyranny while 
on the thione in 1859-60 brought on a revolution, when he was dethroned by Garibaldi 
and his followers. Mr. Gladstone at that time wrote several letters against the arbitrary 
and cruel reign of Francis; these are said to have been a great factor in bringing on the 
revolution. 


The creature most tenacious of life is the common sea polyp. One may be cut in two, 
and two creatures are the result. One may be slit into half-a-dozen sections, making as 
many animals. They may be turned inside out, and enjoy themselves just as well as 
before; if two be divided and placed end to end, the result will be a monster having a 
head at each end of the body. 


Among the most interesting observations of Mars during the recent opposition were 
those relating to the gradual disappearance of the snow cap surrounding its southern pole. 
The disappearance was due, of course, to the fact that it was summer in the southern 
hemisphere of Mars, and the polar snows melted more and more rapidly as the sun rose 
higher upon them. Yet, although the reason was plain, and because it was plain, one 
could not watch the process without experiencing a strange feeling that amounted 
almost to awe. It is quite easy to think dispassionately of the possibility that some 
things may go on in other worlds just as they do in this one as long as your eyes have not 
confirmed what is in your mind; but when, peering through a telescope, you actually 
behold such occurrences the effect is startling. 


The length of time necessary for the formation of a stalactite has long been a mooted 
question. Recent results seem to indicate that it varies greatly with the conditions. 
Professor Franz Adami writes from Bayreuth, Bavaria, to the American Naturalist, that 
in 1873 the authorities of that city built a reservoir for the town water-supply, which 
contains traces of lime. On the roof of an arch underneath this reservoir stalactites 
began to form, which in the present year had grown to a length of 30 centimetres (about 
afoot). This is a vastly quicker rate than that usually assumed, In an editorial note 
the Naturalist remarks that it had been thought that in Wyandot cave a layer of stalag- 
mite had required one thousand years to attain a thickness of ten inches, and says that 
Professor Adami’s statement ‘‘is one of the sort of valuable observations which has shaken 
faith in the worth of all age-tests based on stalagmite or stalactite.” 

Travelers arriving in Constantinople from Sasun, in Armenia, give a shocking account 
of the recent massacres in that district. The greater portion of the inhabitants are said 
to have been butchered in the most ruthless manner, little children being lifted up by the 
hair and their heads cut off by one swoop of the yataghan, while men and women were 
hacked to pieces and portions of their bodies thrown tothe dogs. The Turkish news- 
papers are publishing accounts of outrages alleged to have been perpetrated by Armenian 
agitators, including pillage, incendiarism, and robbery. It is added that a quantity of 
inflammable materials, destined to be used by the Armenians in starting incendiary fires, 
has been seized by the Turkish authorities. Twenty-four people have been sentenced to 
death for the part they took in the massacre. It is stated that the Sultan has given 
orders to the governors of Turkish Asiatic provinces to act with leas severity towards the 
Armenian population. 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 1895. 


NO PRINCIPLE OF THE GOSPEL UNNECESSARY. 


lw a conversation on the first principles of the Gospel between an Elder 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and a young man not 
of that faith, the latter asked the question: “Do you believe that God 
will keep a man out of His kingdom simply because that man has not 
gone down into the water and been baptized in the manner that your 
Church advocates?” The question is one which many of the missionaries 
meet, and when they give an affirmative reply, although accompanied 
with numerous scriptural references to sustain it, the Latter-day Saints 
are thought to be exclusive and narrow-minded in their ideas of salvation. 
Further knowledge of their doctrines reveals the fact that such is not 
the case, but that they believe in the ultimate redemption of a greater 
proportion of mankind than do the members of any other church. They 
believe, however, that this will be brought about by obedience to the 
principles of the Gospel, one of which is baptism. 

On the occasion above referred to the Elder put a counter question 
something like this: “Do you think that God will keep a man out of 
His kingdom because that man has not happened to believe in Jesus 
Christ?” Of course the answer “Yes” was promptly given. The Scriptures 
contain many passages which sustain that idea. “Why” asked the Elder, 
“do you take the ground that one of these is more necessary than the 
other, when Christ gives us to understand that both are essential? He 
commanded baptism as well as faith.” “Yes, but the command to 
believe is greater than that to be baptized,” the young man said. 
“Suppose that it is of more importance that mankind should believe than 
that they should obey the ordinance of baptism, can we infer that the 
latter may be done away with and we still receive the benefits promised 
through obedience to it? Jesus commanded His disciples to go forth and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost; telling them also to observe all things 
whatsoever he had commanded them. Now, as that commandment 
has not been revoked, how can we escape the conclusion that all the 
ordinances of the Gospel are of the same importance now as they ever have 
been? We have no authority to dispense with the least requirement 
made of us which God has said is necessary to salvation;* belief is 
commanded; baptism is commanded; hence both must_be observed by a 
person who gets into the kingom of God.” 

The position assumed by the Latter-day Saints is based on a belieffthat 
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all the commandments of God should be obeyed—not that in merely 
having faith, nor in repenting, nor in being baptized, nor in obeying any 
one principle alone, can man be saved. Whatever is stated by Christ ; that is 
necessary ; He had a perfect right to prescribe what should be done, since 
He is the Author of salvation. If in His divine wisdom He had thought 
proper to demand anything else than what he has done, mankind would 
have to comply with that requirement before they could have been saved; 
on the other hand had God positively stated that obedience to one single 
principle would bring His children into Heaven, they must have_complied 
with that one thing, and that in the exact manner He commanded, before 
they could expect the reward promised. The great mistake made by 
people generally is that they lay too much stress on one principle to the 
exclusion of many others. 

“He that shall endure to the end, the same shall be saved.” Men may 
profess belief in the Gospel; they may repent of their sins; they may be 
baptized and obtain a remission of sins; they may even receive the Holy 
Ghost; yet if they should cease to progress in the knowledge of the 
principles of eternal truth; if through neglect of duty their minds should 
become darkened; if they fall into trangression and should not repent; 
all the faith and‘all the works previously manifested by them would not 
be sufficient for their salvation. While in the enjoyment of light if men 
should receive a new commandment from God to perform an act which to 
them appears unnecessary, He would hold them accountable for their 
neglect; they could not expect to receive the benefits that others would who 
obeyed the requirement. When the city of Jericho was to be taken by 
the Israelites they were instructed by the Lord to do this in a certain 
specified manner. Among other things they were told to march around 
it once each day for six days and on the seventh day to march around it 
seven times; on finishing their march the people were to shout, and the 
promise was made that the walls of the city should fall, and its inhabitants 
should be delivered into the hands of the Israelites. We can imagine that 
there might have been people among the attacking army who would say: 
“What is the use of all this? Why could not God cause the walls to fall 
down after we march round the city once?” He could bave done so if He 
had seen proper, but He wanted to teach the children of Israel the lesson 
of obedience and of faith in Him. The walls of the city were apparently 
as sound, and the inhabitants enclosed by them felt just as safe up to the 
instant when the great shout was given by the attacking army as at the 
moment when the first march was begun, Likely they thought the Israel- 
ites were fanatics for maneuvering in such a peculiar manner ; it was to them 
@ new kind of warfare. We know that the walls of Jericho were not 
thrown down by the simple process of blowing ram’s horns and shouting, 
but that the power of God was the cause of their falling. The Israelites 
had to perform all the acts mentioned before the Lord would manifest 
His power; He could have destroyed the city without any assistance from 
them, but He did not choose to do this. In like manner when the 
Israelites were in the wilderness they could have been healed without 
looking up to the brazen serpent if God had so ordained it. There was no 
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virtue in the brass nor in the simple act of raising one’s eyes to gaze on 
the brazen serpent, but the people were healed by doing as they were 
told; they could look and live, or they could refuse to look, and perish. 
This is the explanation of the necessity of baptism, it is a command 
given to the children of men; it is the door through which we enter into 
the Kingdom of God, and we have no right to say that there is any other 
door. So it is with all the principles of the Gospel; there is no 
requirement made of us without a purpose, but we must comply with all 
these requirements, thus showing our willingness to abide by the counsel 
of our Father, after which we can consistently expect to receive the 
reward promised. B. 


A CORRESPONDENT furnishes the following to the Wellington 7imes, New 
Zealand: Mrs. Spencer Medley and Mrs. Duff Hewitt spent an afternoon 
among the Maoris at Porirua, and held a meeting at Mr. Wi Neira’s house. 
Nearly all present were Mormons, and strictly temperance people, Mr. P. 
H. Horohou being the only member of the Church of England, and also 
the only one who signed the pledge. Judging from all we saw and heard 
of these Maoris, they well deserve the name of “Latter-day Saints.” 
Their knowledge of the Scriptures is wonderful. They meet in their 
church for prayers every morning at 6:30, and every evening at 5 o'clock. 
Their houses are spotlessly clean. We did not hear of one case of 
polygamy, although they do not condemn it. Mrs. Wi Neira is a hand- 
some, clever woman, and the daughters all nice looking and married. It 
was a pretty sight to see the tiny children, some almost babies, run to 
meet their grandfather, Mr. Wi Neira, when he arrived from town, and to 
see the fine, handsome old man take them on his knees and smile so 
benignly upon them. There were some remarks made during a conver- 
sation before the meeting was held, in which it was rather painful to 
hear of grievances which seemed to them real, and which they looked 
- upon as breaches of faith on the part of the “pakeha.” Two of the Mormon 
Elders came to the meeting, and although there was a discussion and a 
difference of opinion on two or three points, yet there was only respect 
and kindness on all sides; and after distributing their books and papers, 
Mrs. Medley and Mrs. Hewitt returned to Wellington. 


THE following dispatch was sent from Chihuahua, Mexico, to the St. 
Louis Globe-Democrat. There are doubtless some exaggerations in the 
item, but there is no question that it has its foundation in truth: “The 
party of prospectors who left here three months ago to investigate the 
report made by Moses Thatcher, the well known Mormon leader, of the 
discovery of an ancient city in the mountains west of Hemata, about 150 
miles northwest of here, have just returned. They had many exciting 
experiences and two members of the party died from exposure in the high 
altitude, but they were successful in finding the hidden city. They report 
it to be just as described by Mr. Thatcher, except that it contains many 
riches in the way of gold and silver, samples of which the party brought 
' back with them, aggregating several thousand dollars in value, They are 
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convinced that there are rich mines in the immediate vicinity of the city, 
which were extensive y worked centuries ago, and that the city was built 
from the riches thus obtained. The party also corroborates the report 
made by Mr. Thatcher, that the buildings of the city contain sufficient 
building stone to build two cities twice the size of San Francisco. Mr. 
Thatcher discovered the deserted city while making a prospecting tour 
through Mexico, in search of a suitable place in which to establish a 
Mormon colony.” 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Thomas E. Taylor has been 
honorably released from his labors in the business department of the 
MILLENNIAL Star office, to return home, January 10, 1895. Elder 
Taylor has occupied this position nearly the whole of the time he has 
been in England, and has discharged his duties faithfully and efficiently. 
While regretting to part with him we feel that he has fulfilled his mission 
and wish him God-speed on his journey home. 

Elder Samuel H. Parker has been released, on account of sickness, 
from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference, to return 
home, January 10, 1895. 

Elder Edward Tuttle is released, on account of sickness, from his labors 
as Traveling Elder in the Norwich Conference, to return home, January 
10, 1895. 

Elder Victor P. Wells has been temporarily released from his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the London Conference, and has been appointed to 
labor in the business department of the MILLENNIAL Star office. 

Elder Alfred L. Booth has been released from his labors as Traveling 
Elder in the Liverpool Conference, and has been appoined to labor in the 
editorial department of the MILLENNIAL STAR office. 


CHANGE OF ApDRESS.—The address of the Birmingham Conference 
House has been changed to 42 Roland Road, Handsworth, Birmingham. 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice.—The Birmingham Conference will 
be held at Hockley Chapel, Hunters Vale, off Farm Street, Birmingham, 
on Sunday, January 20, 1895. 


LEEpDs CoNFERENCE Notice.—The Leeds Conference will be held at 
Bradford, on Sunday, January 27, 1895. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE Nortice.—The Manchester Conference will 
be held in the Co-operative Hall, Broughton Road, Pendleton, on Sunday, 
February 3, 1895, at 11 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


SCOTTISH CONFERENCE. 


THE Scottish Conference was held in Neilson’s Hall, 89 Ingram Street, 
Glasgow, on Sunday, December 30, 1894. Meetings convened at 10 a.m., 
2 p.m., and 6 p.m. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, President of 
the European Mission; Alfred L. Booth, of the Liverpool Office; 8. P. 
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Draney, President of, and Archibald Freebairn, George Burt, O. P. Hoggan, 
George Finlayson, George Scott, Stewart Eccles, William Blain, E. B. 
Nelson, George R. Moses, John L. Fackrell, Daniel Stevens, Reuben 
Gardner, George Stewart, Traveling Elders in, the Scottish Conference. 

The general authorities of the Church, and of the European Mission, and 
the President and the Traveling Elders of the Scottish Conference, were 
presented and unanimously sustained. 

The statistical report for the half year ending December 30, 1894, was 
read as follows: Seventies 14; Elders 33; Priests 7; Teachers 10; Deacons 
4; members 212; total officers and members 266. Tracts distributed 
60,872; out-door meetings 53; indoor meetings 298; books given away 199; 
books sold 56; books loaned 176; Sunday School Sessions 30. Baptisms 
28; confirmations 28; ordinations 4; children blessed 12; emigrated over 
eight years of age 5; emigrated under eight years of age 2; deaths 3; 
excommunicated 1; Branches organised 1. 

The meetings were well attended, and the spirit manifested was much 
stronger than that of recent years. Elder Lund gave much counsel of a 
pleasant, healthful, and invigorating character. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning where the Elders 
reported their labors and received instructions regarding their work in 
the future. Wa. Leaaat, Conference Clerk. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Satt Lake City, Uran, DECEMBER 24, 1894. 
PRESIDENT ANTHON H. Lunn. 
DEAR BROTHER, 

After nearly four years of almost constant travel and labor, I have at 
last nearly completed my visits to all the Stakes of Zion, and to all 
the settlements of the Saints throughout the Rocky Mountains. And 
thus I am able to say that I have become acquainted, both geographically 
and historically, with every nook and corner in this great inter-mountain 
region where Latter-day Saints are raising the standard of Zion at the 
present time. This has also introduced me to all the Stake Presidents, 
Bishops, and nearly all the leading men in the Church who have the watch- 
care over the “flock of Christ” in the different localities. During the 
present year I have visited the settlements of the Saints in Old Mexico, 
New Mexico, Arizona, and Canada, and I am now finishing up my labors 
in the Salt Lake Stake of Zion. It will take me a few weeks longer to get 
through here; and then the Historian’s Office will be in possession of the 
necessary material and data from which to write full and true histories 
of every stake, ward, quorum, and association in the Church so far as the 
thirty-four stakes and our colonies in Mexico and Canada are concerned. 


I have also had the opportunity of visiting nearly all the waste places 


of Zion in the States of New York, Ohio, Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, and 
Nebraska; commencing my historical researches and geographical inves- 
tigations around the hill Cumorah, where the angel Moroni delivered the 
plates to the youthful Prophet Joseph Smith. I followed in his track 
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through the States mentioned until I with moist eyes and a heavy heart 
found myself facing the old Carthage jail, where the blood of innocence 
was so freely shed by the wicked mob on that memorable day away back 
in 1844. I feel that the Lord has blessed me in my labors. Through the 
influence of His Holy Spirit my memory has been strengthened and my 
mind expanded, and though the task of searching old musty records and 
interviewing people whose memory is often very faulty is not the most 
interesting work that an Elder in Israel can engage in, I can truly say 
that I have enjoyed my labors exceedingly, and the greatest satisfaction 
is perhaps derived from this fact that I have been successful in obtaining 
the information which was wanted in nearly every instance. Among 
valuable historical documents which I have been able to obtain for the 
Historian’s office, is the old Church history (that is a copy of it) kept by 
the late John Whitmer, the first Church Historian, who, you will perhaps 
remember, was excommunicated from the Church in 1838, he always 
refused to give up the record to the proper Church authorities; but 
we succeeded in getting a copy of it from his kinsfolk residing in Rich- 
mond, Missouri. Besides obtaining dates and facts for the Historian’s 
Office, the burden of my mission during the past four years, while engaged 
in visiting the different Stakes of Zion, has been to give suggestions and 
instructions in regard to the proper method of making records and pre- 
serving the same for future use. And not only has it been enjoined upon 
the several stake and ward clerks, quorum and association secretaries, etc., 
to keep proper records, but the attention of the Saints generally has been 
directed to the necessity of each family belonging to the Church keeping 
a record, in which all blessings, baptisms, confirmations, ordinations, etc., 
obtained by the respective members of such families should be faithfully 
recorded at home. Until this is done, so that the individual members 
of the Church can give their own genealogy correctly as they identify 
themselves with the respective organizations, our ward and branch records 
will unavoidably remain incomplete. Immediately after the April con- 
ference, in 1895, I expect to start on a protracted foreign mission, which 
will include visits to all the missionary fields of the Church throughout 
the world. The intention is for me to commence my labors on the 
Sandwich Islands, and thence go to the Samoan, Tonga, and Society 
groups where our Elders are operating succcessfully at the present time. 
Next I expect to visit New Zealand and Australia, aad thence pass around 
to the Orient and finish up my labors in the European mission. The 
object of my mission, as I understand it at present, will be to preach the 
Gospel, gather historical facts and data for the Historian’s office, give 
instructions in regard to record-keeping, gather up the old records of the 
respective missions and either have them sent home or placed safely in 
the custody of the brethren in charge of the respective missions. I believe 
I am also to gather genealogical works and information in the interest of 
our recently organized Genealogical Society of Utah. How it would please 
me to meet youin Europe; but rather in Asia, and then travel in your 
company through Palestine and Asia Minor, the missionary fields of the 
ancient worthies. But this very likely can not be, as your “present term” 
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. in Europe will most likely expire before I can get around; and even 
though you were there, your time might not allow you to make such a 
tour. At the present time it is impossible for me even to estimate 
how long it will take me to make the trip; those who send me, and 
circumstances, will no doubt decide that. Al] is well on general prin- 
ciples in Zion, though times are hard, especially in this city and our 
other large towns, there being insufficient employment for the brethren, 
and also a great scarcity of ready cash. But the Lord has blessed us with 
an abundant harvest, so that there is plenty of bread in the land. Pray- 
ing that the Lord will continue to bless you in the responsible position 
which you occupy, and that much good may yet be done and many con- 
verts to the truth yet be made among the nations of old Europe. 
I remain, 
Your brother in the Gospel, 
ANDREW JENSON. 


PATRICROFT, JANUARY 5, 1895. 

Christmas and New Year’s festivities were participated in by many 
of the Saints in different parts of this conference. At Moorside, on 
Christmas night they had a nice tea-party and an enjoyable entertainment. 
All were well pleased with the proceedings. A few of the Stockport 
Saints invited one of the poorest families of the conference to join 
them in spending Christmas. They held an entertainment of several 
hours’ duration, and had an excellent time. A noticeable feature, and 
an exemplary one, was the getting up a small contribution for the poor 
family referred to. This charitable act produced within the hearts of 
those present more joy, pleasure, and consolation than if three times 
the amount had been spent at a pleasure resort. At Chisworth, on 
Christmas eve, a tea party and entertainment was arranged by Sister 
Polly Salt, who is teacher of a Sunday school class held there composed 
mostly of children not of our faith. The program was rendered by the 
members of the class. It was a very sociable affair. On New Year’s eve 
the adults at Chisworth met together, when an entertainment was held 
and the time well spent. At Tyldesley the Saints participated in a 
tea-party and entertainment. It was a time long to be remembered. 

R. AVESON. 


WHAT FAMILY GOVERNMENT IS. 


It is not to watch children with a suspicious eye; to frown at their merry 
outbursts of innocent hilarity; to suppress their joyous laughter, and to 
mould them into little models of octogenerian gravity. 

And when they have been in fault, it is not to punish them simply on 
account of the personal injury that you may have chanced to suffer in 
consequence of their fault; while disobedience, unattended by inconveni- 
ence to yourself, passes without rebuke. 

Nor is it to overwhelm the little culprit with a flood of angry words; to 
stun him with a deafening noise; to call him by hard names, which do 
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not express his misdeeds; to load him with epithets which would be 
extravagant if applied toa fault of tenfold enormity; or to declare with 
passionate vehemence that he is the worst child in the world, and destined 
to the gallows. 

But it is to watch anxiously for the first risings of sin, and to repress 
them; to counteract the earliest workings of selfishness; to suppress the 
first beginnings of rebellion against rightful authority; to teach an 
implicit and unquestioning and cheerful obedience to the will of the 
parent, as the best preparation for a future allegiance to the requirements 
of the civil magistrate, and to the laws of the great Ruler and Father in 
Heaven. 

It is to punish a fault because it is a fault; because it is sinful and 
contrary to the commands of God; without reference to whether it may 
or may not have been productive of immediate injury to the parent or to 
others. 

It is to reprove with calmness and composure, and not with angry 
irritation; in a few words, fitly chosen, and not with a torrent of abuse; 
to punish as often as you threatened, and threaten only when you intend 
and can remember to perform; to say what you mean, and infallibly to do 
what you say. 

It isTto govern your family as in the sight of Him who gave your 
authority; who will reward your strict fidelity with such blessings as He 
bestowed on Abraham, or puuish your criminal neglect with such curses 
as He visited on Eli.— Juvenile Instructor. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The Lehi sugar factory this season has manufactured over five million pounds of sugar. 


Thomas Reese Dee, son of Thomas D. Dee, died suddenly in Ogden on December 18. 
He was 20 years old. 


Elder Henry Saunders an aged veteran among the Saints died suddenly at his home in 
Provo, on December 14; he emigrated from England in 1852. 


Delegate Rawlins has introduced a bill in the National House of Representatives to 
attach to Utah all that portion of Arizona north of the Colorado River. 


A picnic party was given to the old folks of Lehi by members of that ward on December 
12. Songs, recitations, speeches, and music enlivened the spirits of the aged ones until 
a late hour. 

Edwin Holden president of the Forty-fifth quorum of Seventies died on December 11, 
at Provo, aged eighty-seven. He had been a Seventy for fifty-one years, and the presi- 
dent of his quorum thirty-four years. 

A model Sunday School has been organized in connection with the Latter-day Saints’ 
College, Salt Lake City. This has been done for the purpose of instructing the normal 
students of that institution in the methods of Sunday School work. 

The Sandwich Island Colony at Iosepa, Tooele County has been highly prosperous the 
past season. It has two or three years breadstuffs on hand, and many other necessaries 
for some time to come. Some of the people who returned to the islands have 
written expressing their regrets for having gone back, and wishing they were again in 
Utah. 
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